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Instant Words

These are the most common words in English, ranking in order of frequency. The first 25 make
up about 1/3 of all printed material. The first 100 make up about half of all written material. For
obvious reasons, these words need to be recognized correctly to facilitate accurate text decoding
and comprehension.

WORDS 1-25 WORDS 26-50 WORDS 51-75 WORDS 76-100
The Or Will Number
of One Up No
And Had Other Way
A By About Could
To Word Out People
In But Many My
Is Not Then Than
You What Them First
That All These Water
It Were So Been
He We Some Call
Was When Her Who
For Your Would Am
On Can Make Its
Are Said Like Now
As There Him Find
With Use Into Long
His An Time Down
They Each Has Day
I Which Look Did
At She Two Get
Be Do More Come
This How Write Made
Have Their Go May
From If See Part

Adapted from The Reading Teacher’s Book of Lists. Wiley & Sons, 2006.




